
 
 

Guidelines for Authors 

The yearbook provides historical perspectives on a wide range of nautical themes of relevance to German 

maritime history. Since it is not an in-house publication, unsolicited manuscripts in German and English are 

welcome. 

Contributions undergo thorough scholarly assessment before publication (double-blind peer review). Where 

relevant, short notices and material of a miscellaneous nature are also included. 

The prerequisites for the initiation of the assessment process are observation of the editorial guidelines and the 

complete submission of all required documents. 

Accepted articles will be published in printed form and, after an embargo period of generally 36 months, online in 

SSOAR and LeibnizOpen and on the DSM website. 

 

Requirements for Manuscripts: Length 

Unless otherwise agreed, original contributions should not exceed 100,000 characters (including spaces). This 

total includes tables and references. 

The general rule for illustrations is one illustration per 10,000 characters. Deviations from this rule must be 

cleared with the editorial department. 

A brief summary of 2,000 to 8,000 characters in length (including spaces) should be included for translation 

purposes. 

 

Requirements for Manuscripts: Formatting and References 

Manuscripts should be submitted typewritten on one side only, with margins of 3 cm on all sides, 1.5 line spacing 

and a font size of 12 point. 

To avoid misunderstandings, please indicate the beginning of new chapters with three blank lines; the beginning 

of new sections with two blank lines; and intended paragraphs with one blank line. 

Please use the least possible formatting, with the following exceptions: 

 SMALL CAPITALS (or CAPITALS) for names of vessels; 

 Titles of books and articles mentioned in the text in »French« quotation marks; 

 Citations in italics without quotation marks (unless the quotation marks are part of the text cited); 

 Numbers up to twelve written in letters, except for times of day and dimensions of all kinds; 

 Bibliographical references and notes at the end of the text (endnotes); 

 Bibliographical references with the reference list according to the following example: 
 Ellmers, Detlev (1996): Deutsches Schiffahrtsmuseum Jahresbericht 1995. In: Deutsches Schiffahrtsarchiv 19, 1996, 403–422. 

 Heinsius, Paul (1986): Das Schiff der hansischen Frühzeit. 2nd ed. Cologne, Vienna. 

 Mott, Lawrence V. (1996): The Development of the Rudder. A Technological Tale. (= Studies in Nautical Archaeology 3). College 

Station. 

 References must be listed in alphabetical order according to authors or editors; 

 Endnotes should always follow the reference list and refer to it in condensed form: 
 38 Cf. Mott 1996, p. 142. 

 39 Concerning the dating of the Bremen find: Ellmers 1996, p. 406. 

 

 



 

Submission of Manuscripts 

The submission of a manuscript implies that it has not been published previously (except in the form of an 

abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis) and that it is not under consideration for publication 

elsewhere. 

Please submit your manuscript electronically by e-mail, USB flash drive/stick, or via a file transfer or file hosting 

service (e.g. WeTransfer) to the Editor-in-Chief. Be sure to retain a copy for yourself. 

The manuscript should be complete, with illustrations, captions and the abstract for translation, and should be 

submitted in its final version containing all revisions. Any data carriers must be PC/Windows-compatible and 

should not contain any files other than those of the current manuscript. The text should be prepared using 

standard software (e.g. Microsoft Word) or saved in rtf format. 

Please do not import illustrations, but indicate their position into the text file. Please include a list of the image 

files with short captions and indications of source (i.e. bibliographical reference, photographer, copyright holder). 

Illustrations should be saved in a neutral data format, such as TIFF or EPS. Powerpoint and Word graphics are not 

suitable for reproduction. Please do not use any pixel-oriented programmes. Scanned illustrations (TIFF format 

only) should have a resolution of at least 300 dpi (half-tone) or 600 to 1200 dpi (line drawings) in relation to the 

reproduction size (usually 12.5 cm wide). The same guidelines apply to tables which should be submitted as 

separate data sets with additional printouts. Please do not use Excel for the creation of tables, diagrams and 

graphs. Graphs with an x and y axis should not be 3-dimensional representations and should not be enclosed in 

frames. 

Please append the following data on the author (or co-authors if applicable) to the manuscript: academic titles, 

workplace address including postal code, and e-mail address. 

Authors are requested to submit, with their manuscripts, the names and full contact details of two potential 

referees (who should not come from the same institute). 

Original manuscripts are discarded two months after publication unless the Editors are asked to return original 

material after use. 

Upon submission of your manuscript, a completed Copyright Transfer Agreement must be returned to the Editor-

in-Chief. Without a signed copy of this agreement, publication is not possible. 

 

Acceptance of Manuscripts and Proof Correction 

Responsibility for the contents of papers rests solely upon the authors and not upon the Editor or publisher. It is 

the author’s responsibility to ensure that papers are written in clear and comprehensible German (using “new 

spelling” except for quotations from older literature) or English. Authors whose native language is not German or 

English are strongly advised to have their manuscripts checked by a native speaker prior to submission. 

All contributions are subject to peer review, except Contemporary Testimonies and Miscellanies which are subject 

to internal editorial control. Reviewers are anonymous, and the Editors do not give these reviews to the authors. 

All papers are made anonymous prior to review. The authors will be informed about the result of the review 

procedure. The Editors reserve the right to revise submitted and accepted articles with regards to linguistic and 

formal criteria, and to adjust their style to certain standards of uniformity. 

Proofs will be sent via e-mail as an Acrobat PDF file, or posted if no e-mail address is available. Please return the 

entire set of corrected proof pages by mail or e-mail, without delay, to the Editorial Department. As changes to 

proofs are costly, we ask that you only mark typesetting errors and essential factual corrections. Please refrain 

from inserting and/or deleting illustrations and endnotes. 

 

Offprints 

No royalties are paid to authors. Authors of original articles will receive one complimentary copy of the yearbook 

and 30 offprints of their paper free of charge. 

https://ww2.dsm.museum/DSA/Copyright%20Transfer%20Agreement.pdf

